1
A publication of

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING TRANSACTIONS
VOL. 94, 2022

The Italian Association
of Chemical Engineering
Online at www.cetjournal.it

Guest Editors: Petar S. Varbanov, Yee Van Fan, Jiří J. Klemeš, Sandro Nižetić
Copyright © 2022, AIDIC Servizi S.r.l.
ISBN 978-88-95608-93-8; ISSN 2283-9216

DOI: 10.3303/CET2294001

Silver Jubilee of PRES Conferences: Contributions to Process
Integration Towards Sustainability
Jiří Jaromír Klemeša,*, Petar Sabev Varbanova, Yee Van Fana, Panos Seferlisb, XueChao Wangc, Bohong Wangd
a

Sustainable Process Integration Laboratory – SPIL, NETME Centre, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Brno, University of
Technology - VUT Brno, Technická 2896/2, 616 00 Brno, Czech Republic
b
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece
c
State Key Laboratory of Earth Surface Processes and Resource Ecology, and School of Natural Resources, Faculty of
Geographical Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China
d
National & local Joint Engineering Research Center of Harbor Oil & Gas Storage and Transportation Technology/Zhejiang
Key Laboratory of Petrochemical Environmental Pollution Control, Zhejiang Ocean University, No.1 Haida South Road,
Zhoushan 316022, P.R. China
jiri.klemes@vutbr.cz

The paper provides an updated overview of the main achievements and ideas presented at the most recent
PRES conferences and in the fields which have been covered by them. The conference history now reached a
quarter of the century – from 1998 to 2022. The PRES conferences have become one of the main vehicles for
spreading Process Integration (PI) into various research directions and fields of possible implementation.
The PRES went successfully during the last period challenged by COVID-19 pandemics. Not all conferences
managed to adapt well. However, PRES successfully implemented the hybrid mode and learned how to use it
efficiently for enlarging the number of speakers as well as the audience while still keeping very intensive and
beneficial cross-fertilisation and networking. Some experiences have been shared in this paper. The hybrid
mode helped successfully intensify the research efforts on the research challenge, which remained as a
consequence of the COVID-19 pandemics – an increased amount of waste and during the life and economy
recovery also increasing environmental footprints.
This short overview includes
(i)
Process Integration with Pinch Analysis
(ii)
Process Integration with another approach
(iii)
Development of heat exchanger systems for Process Integration
(iv)
Other extensions of Process Integration for wider Process Systems Engineering and recently
(v)
Circular economy
(vi)
Environmental footprints and nexuses and just
(vii)
COVID-19 pandemics energy and environmental consequences and recovery.
This paper presents an attempt to demonstrate and make suggestions for the future growth of the Process
Integration branching out during the next years.

1. Introduction
The history and achievements of PRES conferences have been reaching Silver Jubilee - 25 years. The leading
topic from the very beginning has been Heat Integration, which has developed into Process Integration with
many new offsprings for sustainability and circular economy. It is continuously developed to follow the
progressive needed of the developing society and environmentally friendly production. It has become a good
tradition to start the PRES conference dedicated volume with an overview of the last period. The series started
with an overview of Friedler (2009) and the further elaborated analysis (Friedler, 2010) and continued with
teamwork in 2017. Klemeš et al. (2017) have analysed the twenty years of PRES, Klemeš et al. (2021a) twenty-
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four years, and this PRES’22 continues. The leading idea of this overview is, to sum up, remind and further
develop the knowledge and contribute to its sharing and cross-fertilisation amongst researchers worldwide.

2. Contributions – previous achievements and PRES’21
The comprehensive reviews have been regularly presented – for instance, in (Klemeš et al., 2018a) and other
books such as (Klemeš et al., 2014) with a more recent second edition (Klemeš et al., 2018b). A special place
has a comprehensive Handbook of Process Integration - Klemeš et al. (2013), which has been just published in
an updated second edition Klemeš et al. (2022).
2.1 Process Integration with Pinch Analysis
There have been several lines of development using Pinch Analysis in the past year. Bandyopadhyay (2021)
reviewed the incorporation of uncertainties into Pinch Analysis. The review established that there are two main
types of uncertainties – probabilistic (stemming from inherent variability of the properties) and epistemic
(stemming from lack of precise information). The analysis pointed to the connection of Pinch Analysis to ChanceConstrained Optimisation for probabilistic uncertainties, while for the epistemic case, interval-based and fuzzy
models were found more appropriate.
A Carbon Emission Pinch Analysis case study has been presented by Saleem et al. (2021). The authors
performed the study in an attempt to support the GHG emission reduction policy of Malaysia for the coming
decade. A methodological development - Organic Waste Valorisation Pinch Analysis has been presented at
PRES’21 (Chee et al., 2021), which linked the carbon-nitrogen load and the overall waste flowrate for the case
of waste reuse in the context of symbiosis networks for the valorisation of organic waste streams to supply
various bioprocess demands in a given locality. The method allows targeting the maximum amount of waste
valorisation and the minimum external resource supply, also identifying the Pinch Points that limit the reuse.
Chin et al. (2021b) have developed a prototype concept for the inclusion of water mains representations in the
targeting of water reuse networks, where the water reuse takes place via several water mains, as opposed to
peer-to-peer network organisation. They have shown the basic incorporation of the water mains plots into the
charts with Source and Sink Composite Curves and their role in the identification of the Water Recovery Pinch.
The idea was later fully developed into a comprehensive targeting method by Chin et al. (2021a), adding a
complete procedure for source-sink allocation and handling of multiple water headers.
Markowski et al. (2021) have applied Heat Integration Pinch Analysis for targeting and retrofitting the design of
energy recovery networks utilising the heat in steam condensates. Both condensation and sub-cooling
segments of steam utility streams have been included in the targeting and the optimisation models for industrial
heat recovery networks. They were able to identify measures resulting in about 11 % hot utility savings and
extra power generation without additional fuel intake. Inayat et al. (2021) have applied Pinch Analysis to the
domain of the cast-iron industry. The case study has identified a specific process unit with hot streams coming
from furnace exhausts and cold streams from the underlying process, as well as an absorption chiller heating
demand. The authors performed targeting and HEN design achieving the targets resulting in 80 % heat recovery.
An extension of Total Site Heat Integration to the utilisation of geothermal heat has been presented by Wang et
al. (2021a), illustrating the potential to save up to 70 % utility steam in an industrial context.
Further natural development of the Total Site principle towards “Total EcoSite Integration” has been presented
by Fan et al. (2021c). That work has introduced several conceptual innovations: (a) semantic grouping of
symbiosis actors into industrial and urban clusters; (b) explicit consideration of waste valorisation; (c) footprint
assessment. Yet another extension of Pinch Analysis – combining several known methods into a framework,
has been formulated by Ch’ng et al. (2021) – WAste Management Pinch Analysis (WAMPA), Total Site Heat
Integration (TSHI), cogeneration targeting and optimisation, Power Pinch Analysis (PoPA), GHG-emission
constrained site planning, CO2 utilisation, site water minimisation. The authors reported achieving the reduction
of more than 95 % of landfills, 49 % of GHG emissions, 45 % of steam generation, as well as the elimination of
the need for an external supply of water and power.
2.2 Process Integration with another approach
Process Integration could be conducted with another approach than the Pinch Analysis. Mathematical
optimisation is among the common approach as performed by Emtir and Elbabour (2021) for Heat Integration
of distillation system with the background processes, using minimum total annual cost as the objective function.
A 41 % of TAC saving can be achieved by the integrated design (Emtir and Elbabour, 2021). Potrč et al. (2021)
developed a dynamic mixed-integer linear programming model to optimise all sustainability pillars
simultaneously for an integrated energy system for the EU. Heat pumps and the inclusion of biomass combined
heat and power systems are highlighted as the key solutions to meet renewable heat demand. Fan et al. (2021b)
applied both the mathematical optimisation method and extended Pinch Analysis based on the clustering
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concept for biomass integration. The method is demonstrated through a case study for Tomsk Region, and a
40 % lower GHG footprint is suggested compared to the biomass waste limiting for local utilisation. Other than
Energy Integration, multi-period resource integration in carbon dioxide is performed by Abraham et al. (2021)
using a mixed-integer linear programming model. A data-driven Artificial Intelligent in Process Integration has
been proposed by Kong et al. (2021), capable of capturing the temporal aspects, uncertainties and multi-gent
or multi-objective.
2.3 Development of heat exchanger systems for Process Integration
The importance of improvement of energy recovery and reduction of emissions has aroused great attention
considering the environmental burden of our homeland and the happiness of human beings. A recent project
about Enhancement and Energy Optimised Integration of Heat Exchangers in Petrochemical Industry for Waste
Heat Utilisation has been successfully finalised by SPIL from the Brno University of Technology and Xi’an
Jiaotong University (Zeng et al., 2021). Innovations have been developed for energy recovery methods, ways
of using low-grade heat, and waste heat utilisation approaches and tools.
The integration of different types of heat exchangers in the HEN is a way to increase the efficiency of energy
utilisation (Wang et al., 2020). With the fast development of Plate Heat Exchanger (PHE), a new heat recovery
method should be developed to integrate this type of heat exchanger with traditionally used types such as shelland-tube heat exchangers. Arsenyeva et al. (2021) developed a P-graph-based HEN synthesis approach to
consider different types of heat exchangers for both new HEN synthesis and existing HEN retrofit. Wang et al.
(2021b) analysed the features of various types of heat exchangers as well as the latest developments of
methods for HEN synthesis and retrofit. Then a new optimisation framework that could consider the material
type and heat exchanger type selection was proposed. The framework has two stages, (i) diagnosis and preselection and (ii) optimisation via evolutionary algorithm. The framework has the potential to be widened by
extending its heat exchanger and material database.
The P-graph framework is extended to the area of heat exchanger systems for Process Integration. The main
idea proposed by Orosz et al. (2022) was to first generate n-best HENs using P-graph according to the HEN
structural constraints. Then a heuristic framework was proposed to optimise the parameters in the HEN
generation algorithm. The method also enabled the changing of parameters according to the engineering
required to generate new solution sets.
Since it was first proposed in 2015, SRTGD has been extended by many scholars recently due to its benefits
for network analysis and targeting. Li et al. (2021) proposed an extended SRTGD to consider the temperature
effectiveness of each heat exchanger. The thermal efficiency of the individual heat exchanger is connected with
the HEN retrofit process. Through this tool, the HEN can be retrofit without topology modification. Wang et al.
(2021c) considered the prohibited and restricted matches in the HEN synthesis with the development of an
extended SRTGD. The trade-off between risk cost and utility saving was compared, and the comparison result
was shown through a Benefit Diagram. The proposed framework contributed 2.5 % economic benefit to a studied
case compared to the solution that simply removed prohibited matches after the synthesis.
Another trend for heat exchanger systems development is to simultaneously consider the HEN synthesis or
retrofit with the detailed heat exchanger design. Wang et al. (2022a) integrated a detailed plate heat exchanger
design with the HEN retrofit by developing an advanced Grid Diagram based framework. The results showed
that brazed plate heat exchangers save 6.6 % of the investment cost compared with the solution in just shelland-tube and double pipe heat exchangers were implemented.
There are some cases in practical operations where the parameters of the processes change. These uncertain
parameters connect to the cost and profit and should be well handled in the Process Integration of heat
exchanger systems. Sudhanshu et al. (2021) integrated Pinch Analysis and robust optimisation to consider the
uncertainty from the inlet temperatures of streams. Zirngast et al. (2021) considered the uncertain parameters
in the HEN synthesis and proposed an improved iterative algorithm to solve this issue. A smaller two-scenario
MINLP model and a one-scenario NLP model were iteratively solved to ensure that the number of uncertain
parameters is not related to the size of the problem. The correction factors for the second-stage variables were
introduced, and they contributed to reducing the total annualised cost by 7.6 %. For HENs with multiperiod
operations, Isafiade and Short (2021) developed a method based on the Stream Temperature Versus Enthalpy
Plot (STEP) and Heat Allocation and Targeting (HEAT) plot, the solution of a case solved by this method
underestimated the representative heat exchanger areas by 12.3 %.
An industrial application of using the Heat Integration method for retrofitting an existing natural gas purification
process was presented by Zhang et al. (2021). In that work, both the HEN and operating variables for towers
were optimised by a two-stage iterative method. The method had a PSO as an outer loop to optimise the tower
operating variables and an SRTGD-based model solving algorithm as the inner loop for optimising the HEN.
The results showed a 41.5 % reduction in the total energy consumption of the studied process after the retrofit.

4

Gil et al. (2021) considered the historical data of energy prices in a retrofit design of a crude oil distillation unit.
The economic benefits of several retrofit options were calculated under different energy prices.
2.4 Other extensions of Process Integration for wider Process Systems Engineering
Food security has been identified as a key factor in ensuring the uninterrupted supply of food to a highly
interactive world stressed by climate change effects, population growth in several regions, and difficulty in
containing a local level incident such spread of global diseases (Hammad and Falchetta, 2022). Decisions in
the distribution of agricultural land use could have an enormous impact on strengthening the productivity levels
and simultaneously reducing environmental pressure. To this end, Sadenova et al. (2021) combined soil content
information through satellite imaging, vegetation coverage overview, meteorological data, and correlations on
crop yield through the incorporation of historical data to develop accurate predictive mathematical models for
crop yields. The models can be utilised in decisions for efficient land distribution and is an excellent example of
big data analysis for sustainable agriculture.
The further incorporation of the impact of agricultural practices and supply chain issues on water and energy
requirements as well as released emissions create a unique paradigm for process systems engineering methods
and approaches. In addition, food consumption habit shifts can create great potential in environmental
indicators, such as food self-sufficiency, GHG reduction, and nitrogen input, as suggested by Drofenik et al.
(2022) through optimised scenarios. Blockchain technology has been utilised for the resiliency and monitoring
of the state of agricultural supply chains enabling trust and transparency among those involved in the entire
chain and increasing the ability of the system to cope with abrupt and large magnitude and impact disruptions,
e.g. COVID-19 pandemic (Khan et al., 2022).
Energy networks and systems with a large penetration of renewable energy sources have increased their
complexity in structure and their degree of interaction. The number of producers and consumers for various
forms of energy in such a system is very large and therefore monitoring the state of the network’s performance
and its resiliency to systematic and random shocks of different intensity and magnitude is very hard to estimate
(Tsao et al., 2021). Energy storage is very important in ensuring the uninterrupted supply of energy, but the
selection of energy storage technology and the physical allocation of the storage facility are important in forming
the response time of the energy network.
Cormos et al. (2021) considered the design and operation of a thermos-chemical energy system in conjunction
with CO2 capture through a calcium looping cycle with a significant reduction in capture, electricity generation
and investment costs. Ortenero and Tan (2021) demonstrated a systematic evaluation procedure for energy
storage technologies with lithium-ion batteries providing the most favourable solution in terms of cycle efficiency
and volumetric power density. Kyriakides et al. (2021) investigated the optimal scheduling of the environmentally
benign waste heat absorption refrigeration with vapour recompression units in district cooling networks. The
proposed approach incorporated the network dynamics in order to determine the response of the system to
changes in the demand load. Blockchain technology is emerging as a new approach to monitoring and
identifying bottlenecks in renewable energy systems (Gawusu et al., 2022). The decentralised nature of
blockchain technology enables efficient monitoring and data management which are essential elements in the
operational readiness of renewable energy systems to respond to perpetual changes and disrupting events.
The adoption of new technological advances in manufacturing, processing of goods, use of resources, and the
mitigation measures against climate change and environmental impact faces an additional hurdle which is
associated with social-phycological factors. Such factors connect each individual’s values, perceptions, and
behaviour relative to technological and environmental concerns to the selection of the most appropriate
technological solution and the formation of a suitable policy. COVID-19 vaccine campaign was absolutely
successful in the scientific approach leading to the discovery of the vaccine, the process innovation for the quick
deployment of massive production units, and the efficient distribution of the vaccine doses to almost every corner
of the world.
However, the main failure was focused on the generally hesitant social acceptance by people. Such an example
underlines the potential of studying novel process integration solutions in conjunction with existing social
misconceptions (Granco et al., 2019). Wijayasekera et al. (2021) provided a thorough review of the evaluation
of waste-to-hydrogen technologies based on socio-environmental criteria as well. In another attempt, Fan et al.
(2021a) included economic indicators and circular material used to build a predictive model for waste generation.
Yang et al. (2020) explored social and economic indicators in the consumption and trade of goods and services
patterns in the Asia-Pacific region and identified key weaknesses associated with environmental education and
consciousness that hinder quicker progress towards sustainability.
2.5 Circular economy
Since the last review presented by Klemeš et al. (2021c), there have been numerous developments on the topic
of Circular Economy (CE), and many have been contributed by the PRES conference. Searching Google
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Scholar (2022) for the term “circular economy” produces an extensive list indicating 198,000 results. Limiting
the search to publications from 2021 and sooner produces a list of 21,700 results (10.96 %). This shows an
accelerating trend of research on the topic overall. There have been key contributions by PRES conferences
(about 75) and the related special issues. The key contributions of Process Integration and PRES to Circular
Economy research until 2019 are reviewed and analysed in (Klemeš et al., 2019) – emphasising energy saving
and the use of renewable energy in a clear hierarchy of energy-saving integration and renewable supply. The
review identified the need to embed Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) into the research on energy optimisation and
Circular Economy. That strategy has been followed partly by Ch’ng et al. (2021), where the Total Site planning
for minimising resource intake was investigated – achieving a simultaneous reduction of energy, water, waste
and GHG emissions.
2.5.1. PRES’21 contributions
Ngan et al. (2021) have directly followed upon the idea for embedding LCA into Circular Economy research,
providing an LCA framework CE implementations and illustrating the concept on the example of Malaysian palm
oil processing and a similar team of authors reasoned in (Lim et al., 2021) the need to integrate smart
technologies for achieving optimal results. That has been complemented by a case study (Dessie et al., 2021)
on recycling spent mushroom substrate.
The importance of plastics recycling has been recognised even more as a result of the COVID-19 measures,
and this has been properly reflected in the PRES’21 conference research – including a base investigation of the
processes of implementing plastics recycling (Tocháček et al., 2021), a systematic method for the classification
of plastic materials (Chin et al., 2021c) and a prototype Pinch-based procedure for targeting the recycling of
plastics (Varbanov et al., 2021a) That has been further followed by the complete development of the method for
Plastic Pinch Analysis (Chin et al., 2022) – linking all key stages of material classification, identification of the
key sources and sinks for a symbiosis network and targeting the optimal material recycling. The application of
LCA variants to the chemical recycling of plastics has been discussed by Zhao and You (2021), demonstrating
how to reduce the environmental impacts of the process by at least 17 %.
Further important contributions have concerned the method for integrating composting and biochar use (Bong
et al., 2021) for biomass waste treatment. The concept allowed significant prevention of carbon loss for
achieving more sustainable soil management. Bubpha and Siemanond (2021) have discussed the integral
optimisation of crude oil distillation and heat recovery via Heat Exchanger Networks, demonstrating the
economically attractive achievement of up to 65 % of CO2 emission reduction. Further, a trend-setting
investigation has been the multiperiod optimisation of CO2 utilisation networks by Abraham et al. (2021),
evaluating the technical and economic feasibility of obtaining chemicals such as urea, methanol, and ammonia.
The optimisation study shows the technical feasibility and provides the basis for evaluating the emission saving
and economic potential of the proposed processes. Worth mentioning is also an extension of the emissionconstrained Pinch Analysis (Aviso et al., 2021), extending the model to an input-output model and using the
land footprint as the criterion for optimising the network. The study demonstrated the potential of GHG emission
reduction from the optimisation of product trading networks as well as the idea of using hydrometallurgical
methods (Shoshay et al., 2021) for the extraction and recycling of valuable metals from electronic waste,
achieving extraction rates of 51 % for silver and 89 % for gold, also pointing to the ways of improving these
rates.
2.5.2. PRES Special Issues and other related publications
The journal Virtual Special Issues (VSI), inspired and managed by members of the PRES International Scientific
Committee, has also made notable contributions. The VSI of the Journal of Cleaner Production from PRES’19
(Varbanov et al., 2021b) has been the one to put the CE topic at the front of the research for energy saving and
pollution reduction. The paper provides a systematic analysis of the PRES and other contributions within the
context of the global material cycles of the Earth – water, carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, sulphur, phosphorus, and
chlorine. The overview has shown the need for novel modelling concepts – such as viewing the business
systems as integral networks instead of supply chains, which natively account for the natural material cycles as
well as for the active recycling by the business networks.
The PRES’19 VSI of Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews includes a contribution (Deng et al., 2020)
on biomass valorisation with multiple recycle flows – including energy recovery and optimisation of the energy
yield while minimising the waste flow. Fan et al. (2020b) have analysed the roles of energy management and
recovery tools in the context of the overall hierarchy of circularity and sustainability practices known as the “9R”.
A key enabler discussed is energy storage. The PRES’20 VSI of Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews
(Wang et al., 2022b) has considered CE directly by analysing the energy supply, waste-to-energy and renewable
energy sources that both stimulate the circular pattern of process design on the demand side and reduce the
environmental footprints on the supply side.
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A key prototyping and network optimisation tool for Circular Economy has been P-graph (Friedler et al., 2022),
whose link to Process Integration and Circular Economy contributions have been apparent and well documented
– e.g. for cogeneration optimisation (Tay et al., 2020) or municipal waste handling implementing Circular
Economy (Fan et al., 2020a).
2.5.3. Cutting edge – PRES’22 submissions
The current conference venue – PRES’22, has accepted quite a few presentations explicitly targeting CE or its
implementation components. Varbanov et al. (2022) analyse the targets for minimising energy demands for
plastics management, while Fan et al. (2022) emphasise the LCA of the environmental footprints from plastics
management. The synthesis of plastics recycling networks (Tan et al., 2022) is another promising investigation.
Further important investigations include those on Chemical Looping Combustion using energy storage (Cormos
et al., 2022), the integration of waste biomass into chemical production (Yeo et al., 2022) for displacing
petroleum raw materials, valorisation of waste from oil refineries (Niewiadomski et al., 2022), solvent recovery
and reuse in biorefineries (Lehr et al., 2022), and the application of Process Integration thinking to the
management of building renovation waste (Yu et al., 2022).
2.6 Environmental footprints and nexuses
With climate change and other environmental burdens, there is an increased interest in measuring and
mitigating negative environmental impacts. However, the question is how to measure and reduce environmental
burdens. The researchers, organisations, policy-makers, and others are putting forth efforts to develop concepts
and metrics measuring environmental sustainability. Among those concepts and metrics, environmental
footprints and nexus ideas have been drawing increasing popularity and play an ever-increasing role in
sustainability evaluation and research. Over the past years, footprints and relevant nexus ideas have been
widely used as environmental protection indicators almost exclusively.
Challenges of high energy efficiency, water saving, low-carbon emissions, waste management and food saving
have been considerable pressures on both regional and global sustainable development, especially when facing
the challenges of reducing environmental footprints. Environmental footprints and nexuses related topics have
been successfully presented via the PRES conferences, and sets of impressive outcomes have been obtained
by the PRES team. Since the very successful article developed by Čuček et al. (2012) that reviewed the
environmental footprint analysis tools for monitoring impacts on sustainability, the environmental footprints
relevant studies from the PRES team have been widely extended, including water footprint assessment (Jia et
al., 2021), energy footprint analysis (Klemeš et al., 2020b), carbon emissions footprint quantification (Fan et al.,
2018), waste footprint exploration (Klemeš et al., 2021a), and Carbon-Energy-Water (CEW) nexus discussions
(Wang et al., 2021d).
It has been increasingly crucial to identify each environmental footprint from macro to micro scales, especially
under the Sustainable Develop Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement (Wang et al., 2022c). However, different
kinds of environmental footprints are usually entwined in industrial processes, environmental processes and
ecological processes, which inspires the idea of nexus among different environmental elements. Wang et al.
(2021d) revealed the unsustainable imbalances and inequities in embodied CEW flows across the EU27,
identifying the embodied carbon footprints, energy footprints and water footprints of different regions. The EU27
countries exert significant influence on the global patterns of the CEW nexus. The regional embodied CarbonEnergy-Water efficiency of china was identified by Wang et al. (2021e), including the embodied CEW
coefficients, the total amount of embodied CEW and embodied amount of CEW per capita of 31
provinces/regions in China. These studies target the contribution to understanding the regional CEW efficiency
performance, highlighting the spots and economies that deserve the uppermost attention for mitigating the
environmental footprints. However, very few studies, to date, have been conducted to comprehensively review
the assessment approaches, challenges and trends for CEW nexus analysis. To narrow the research gap, Wang
et al. (2021f) review the assessment methods, challenges of CEW network management and ways to go in the
future. Eight different kinds of tools were reviewed and analysed, as well as their advantages and drawback.
Five future directions of the CEW nexus study were proposed, providing a better understanding of the CEW
nexus and presenting a set of approaches for CEW nexus assessment.
Tan et al. (2021) explored the sustainable food-energy-water nexus optimised palm oil-based complex by
incorporating the Shapley-Shubik index and debottlenecking framework, revealing that the palm oil mill effluent
elimination reduces 97 % of GHG emission for debottlenecked palm oil mill. The planning of the power
generation sector in the United Arab Emirates from the climate-energy-water nexus perspective was as well
(Lim et al., 2018). In their study, the scope of analysis covers CO2 emissions, energy return on energy
investment, and water footprint, revealing the 50 % clean energy supply options for the 2050 Energy Plan of the
United Arab Emirates. The optimisation of the energy-water-waste nexus at the district level was explored by
Misrol et al. (2021) by using a techno-economic approach. A mathematical model of energy-water-waste nexus
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is developed in the above study, showing that 3.2 MW of renewable power and waste heat are able to be
recovered in the case study, and 66 % of freshwater reduction plus revenue generation were from the recovered
resources.
Many efforts have been made by the PRES team as well to analyse and mitigate the COVID-19 pandemic's
relevant environmental footprints. Klemeš et al. (2020a) quantified the energy and environmental footprints of
COVID-19 fighting measures at the early stage, including personal protection equipment, disinfection and supply
chains. The outcomes emphasised that diversifying solutions to achieve the needed objective is a vital strategy
to improve susceptibility and provide higher flexibility in minimising the environmental footprints. They also
explored the way of minimising the present and future plastic waste and energy footprints related to COVID-19,
considering and reducing environmental, including GHG footprints (Klemeš et al., 2020a). The concept of Plastic
Waste Footprint was proposed by them for capturing the environmental footprint of a plastic product throughout
its entire life cycle (Klemeš et al., 2020b), proposing six future research directions to mitigate the potential
impacts of the pandemic on waste management systems.
Environmental footprints and nexus topics are significant parts of PRES team research. Much more work and
contributions than mentioned above have been made by the PRES team. One of the core targets of PRES is to
improve the efficiency and sustainability of industrial and regional systems, reducing the environmental
footprints (Wang et al., 2022b). More promising works within the scope of the PRES team will be delivered at
the coming PRES conferences.
2.7 COVID-19 pandemics energy and environmental consequences and recovery.
COVID-19 pandemic influences Process Integration towards sustainability. Several works related to the COVID19 impacts were presented in 2021, under the PRES contributions, as summarised in Klemeš et al. (2021a).
One of the direct impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic is on the teaching adaption and delivery module, as
presented by Aviso et al. (2022). The remote learning platform is the solution during the lockdown
implementation response to COVID-19. It reshapes the original system (e.g. education system, business
system) and lifestyle, accelerating the growth of digitalisation. Digitalisation could be an advanced development;
however, the exact effectiveness and energy consumption have to be assessed (Jiang et al., 2021). Zafeiriou
et al. (2022) highlight the importance of creating safer and more sustainable energy systems for the future
unexpected or extreme situations like a lockdown. The short term reduction of energy consumption due to the
pandemic (Russo et al., 2021) and changes in air quality and water pollution (Siddique et al., 2021) are
observed.
Klemeš et al. (2021b), in contrast, underline the energy and environmental impacts of vaccination during the
second stage of COVID-19. The environmental performance of the vaccination process is not optimised due to
the urgency of battling the pandemic. A sustainable supply chain model that responds to an emergency
arrangement is suggested as an important research direction (Klemeš et al., 2021a). Mofijur et al. (2021)
suggest that delays in energy projects are expected and would create uncertainty in the coming years. Hoang
et al. (2021) agreed on the significant effect of the economic shock on the clean energy transformation, as also
highlighted by Hemrit and Benlagha (2021), but the authors also highlighted that pandemics emphasise the
potential role of renewable energy during various lockdown episode. The potential opportunities for an energy
transition from the perspectives of price competitiveness, policy implementation efficiency, and renewable
energy strengths by the pandemic are discussed by Tian et al. (2021). Su and Urban (2021) also suggested
that the COVID pandemic is a new opportunity to introduce circular economy measures. The roles of innovative
smart energy systems and novel energy materials in improving the energy system efficiency and sustainability
are highlighted by Chong et al. (2022).

3. Discussion
When the achievements of PRES conferences have been discussed on various fora, the outcome has been
mostly positive. The conference managed, as a result of the pandemic's difficult period, to transform itself into
a new hybrid format which is very likely to stay with for the future (Tao et al., 2021), combining the advantages
of both face2face and virtual participation, presentation and research discussion. Very positive was that, unlike
some other conferences, managed to successfully continue during the hard lockdown periods. This has been
possible due to a specifically developed editorial and presentation platform used by several collaborating
conferences, mainly PRES and SDEWES (COMET, 2022).

4. Conclusions
To conclude, after the first twenty-five years of PRES conferences: The venue was firmly established for the
competitive conference market after the first years became so sizable that it has been organised as an individual
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conference with 500+ contributions. In research and scientific terms, it has been providing leading ideas for
future development in the field. A very important part becomes, besides the traditional Chemical Engineering
transaction, also Virtual Special Issues (VSI) of more than five scientific journals, which are proving the
publication opportunities for the authors at various stages of their research development. They take into
consideration that journals with the IF close and even above 10 have a high rejection rate and are difficult to
succeed for junior researchers.
The authors of this overview have been expressing their optimistic attitude and dedication for the future years
of PRES conferences to serve the coming and future research generations.
Acknowledgements
The authors gratefully acknowledge the financial support from the EU project Sustainable Process Integration
Laboratory – SPIL, funded as project No. CZ.02.1.01/0.0/0.0/15_003/0000456, by Czech Republic Operational
Programme Research and Development, Education, Priority 1: Strengthening capacity for quality research.
Support from the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic under Project No. 21-45726L in a bilateral collaborative
project with the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Slovenia (project No. 54421/2018/106), the Slovenian Research Agency (research core funding No. P2-0412 and P2-0421 and project No.
J7-3149). Support from the State Key Laboratory of Earth Surface Processes and Resource Ecology project
(370100014), Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China.
References
Abraham E.J., Al-Mohannadi D.M., Linke P., 2021. Multi-period Resource Integration in carbon dioxide
converting networks. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1279-1284.
Arsenyeva O., Orosz Á., Friedler F., 2021. Retrofit synthesis of industrial Heat Exchanger Networks with different
types of heat exchangers. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 613–618.
Aviso K., J.F. Tapia J.F., R.R. Tan R.R., 2022. Teaching process optimisation online: Lessons from the
pandemic. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 94, 1117-1122.
Aviso K.B., Tan R.R., Yu K.D., 2021. A multi-region input-output model for optimising trade under footprint
constraints. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 37-42.
Bandyopadhyay S., 2021. Incorporating uncertainties in Pinch Analysis. Chemical Engineering Transactions.
88, 73–78.
Bong C.P.C., Lim L.Y., Lee C.T., Ong P.Y., Fan Y.V., Klemeš J.J., 2021. Integrating compost and biochar
towards sustainable soil management. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 86, 1345-1350.
Bubpha C., Siemanond K., 2021. Circular integration of crude distillation process. Chemical Engineering
Transactions, 86, 955-960.
Chee W.C., Ho W.S., Hashim H., Wan Alwi S.R., Ab Muis Z., Bong C.P.C., Lim L.Y., Wong M.L., 2021. Organic
waste valorisation via Graphical Pinch Analysis of Carbon-to-Nitrogen ratio number. Chemical Engineering
Transactions, 83, 193-198.
Chin H.H., Jia X., Varbanov P.S., Klemeš J.J., Liu Z.-Y., 2021a. Internal and Total Site Water Network Design
with water mains using Pinch-Based and optimisation approaches. ACS Sustainable Chemistry Engineering,
9, 6639–6658.
Chin H.H., Jia X., Varbanov P.S., Klemeš J.J., Wan Alwi S.R., 2021b. Targeting flowrates and concentrations
in internal or Total Site Water Mains for single contaminant. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 86, 895900.
Chin H.H., Varbanov P.S., Fózer D., Mizsey P., Klemeš J.J., Jia X., 2021c. Data-driven recyclability classification
of plastic waste. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 679–684.
Chin H.H., Varbanov P.S., You F., Sher F., Klemeš J.J., 2022. Plastic Circular Economy Framework using
Hybrid Machine Learning and Pinch Analysis. Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 184, 106387.
Ch'ng K.W., Mohamad S.N.H., Alwi S.R.W., Ho W.S., Liew P.Y., Manan Z.A., Lawal M., 2021. A framework of
resource conservation process integration for eco-industrial site planning. Journal of Cleaner Production,
316, 128268.
Chong C.T., Fan Y.V., Lee C.T., Klemeš J.J., 2022. Post COVID-19 energy sustainability and carbon emissions
neutrality. Energy, 241, 122801.
COMET, 2022. COMET user login – PRES’22. <registration.sdewes.org/pres22>, accessed 02/06/2022.
Cormos C.C., Dragan S., Cormos A.M., Petrescu L., Dumbrava I.D., Sandu V.C., 2021. Evaluation of calcium
looping cycle as a time-flexible CO2 capture and thermo-chemical energy storage system. Chemical
Engineering Transactions, 88, 19-24.

9

Cormos C.C., Dragan S., Petrescu L., Cormos A.M., 2022. Assessment of Flexible Thermochemical Energy
Conversion and Storage System based on Chemical Looping Combustion. Chemical Engineering
Transactions, 94, 25-30.
Čuček L., Klemeš J.J., Kravanja Z., 2012. A review of footprint analysis tools for monitoring impacts on
sustainability. Journal of Cleaner Production, 34, 9-20.
Deng C., Lin R., Kang X., Wu B., O’Shea R., Murphy J.D., 2020. Improving gaseous biofuel yield from seaweed
through a cascading circular bioenergy system integrating anaerobic digestion and pyrolysis. Renewable
and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 128, 109895.
Dessie W., Luo X., Tang J., Tang W., Wang M., Tan Y., Qin Z., 2021. Valorisation of industrial hemp and spent
mushroom substrate with the concept of circular economy, Chemical Engineering Transactions, 89, 631–
636.
Drofenik J., Pahor B., Kravanja Z., Pintaric Z.N., 2021. Scenario analysis of changes in the food supply chain.
Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 721-726.
Emtir M.M., Elbabour A.A., 2021. Energy Integration and reactive distillation for dimethyl ether synthesis via
catalytic dehydration of methanol. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1141-1146
Fan Y.V., Čuček L., Vujanovic A., Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., 2022. Life Cycle Assessment Approaches of
Plastic Recycling with Multiple Cycles: Mini Review. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 94, 85-90.
Fan Y.V., Klemeš J.J., Lee C.T., Tan R.R., 2021a. Demographic and socio-economic factors including
sustainability related indexes in waste generation and recovery. Energy Sources, Part A: Recovery,
Utilisation, and Environmental Effects, 1-14.
Fan Y.V., Klemeš J.J., Walmsley T.G., Bertók B., 2020a. Implementing Circular Economy in municipal solid
waste treatment system using P-graph. Science of The Total Environment, 701, 134652.
Fan Y.V., Pintarič Z.N., Klemeš J.J., 2020b. Emerging tools for energy system design increasing economic and
environmental sustainability. Energies, 13, 4062, DOI: 10.3390/en13164062.
Fan Y.V., Varbanov P.S., Klemeš J.J., Romanenko S.V., 2021c. Urban and industrial symbiosis for circular
economy: Total EcoSite Integration. Journal of Environmental Management, 279, 111829.
Fan Y.V., Klemeš J.J., Lee C.T., Perry S., 2018. Anaerobic digestion of municipal solid waste: Energy and
carbon emission footprint. Journal of Environmental Management, 223, 888-897.
Fan Y.V., Romanenko S., Gai L., Kupressova E., Varbanov P.S., Klemeš J.J., 2021b. Biomass integration for
energy recovery and efficient use of resources: Tomsk Region. Energy, 235, 121378.
Friedler F., 2009. Process integration, modelling and optimisation for energy saving and pollution reduction.
Chemical Engineering Transactions, 18, 1-6.
Friedler F., 2010. Process integration, modelling and optimisation for energy saving and pollution reduction.
Applied Thermal Engineering, 30(16), 2270-2280.
Friedler F., Orosz Á., Pimentel Losada J., 2022. P-graphs for Process Systems Engineering: Mathematical
Models and Algorithms. Springer International Publishing, Cham, Switzerland.
Gawusu S., Zhang X., Ahmed A., Jamatutu S.A., Miensah E.D., Amadu A.A., Osei F.A.J., 2022. Renewable
energy sources from the perspective of blockchain integration: From theory to application, Sustainable
Energy Technologies and Assessments, 52, 102108.
Gil T., Ilchenko M., Kaldybaeva B., Mironov A., Boldyryev S., 2021. Economic assessment of Heat Exchanger
Network retrofit options based on historical data of energy price trends. Chemical Engineering Transactions
88, 343–348.
Google Scholar, 2022. Search on “circular economy” - All Years. <scholar.google.com/scholar?
hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=%22circular+economy%22&btnG=>, accessed 15.05.2022.
Granco G., Stamm J.L.H., Bergtold J.S., Daniels M.D., Sanderson M.R., Sheshukov, A.Y., Aistrup J.A., 2019.
Evaluating environmental change and behavioral decision-making for sustainability policy using an agentbased model: A case study for the Smoky Hill River Watershed, Kansas. Science of The Total Environment,
95, 133769.
Hammad A.T., Falchetta G., 2022. Probabilistic forecasting of remotely sensed cropland vegetation health and
its relevance for food security. Science of The Total Environment, 156157.
Hemrit W., Benlagha N., 2021. Does renewable energy index respond to the pandemic uncertainty? Renewable
Energy, 177, 336-347.
Hoang A.T., Nižetić, S., Olcer A.I., Ong H.C., Chen W.H., Chong C.T., Nguyen X.P., 2021. Impacts of COVID19 pandemic on the global energy system and the shift progress to renewable energy: Opportunities,
challenges, and policy implications. Energy Policy, 154, 112322.
Inayat A., Ghenai C., Alyassi A., Alawadhi M., Alhattawi N., Jamil F., Ayoub M., 2021. Heat Integration for the
air conditioning application using waste heat recovery in the cast iron industry. Chemical Engineering
Transactions, 88, 1135-1140.

10

Isafiade A.J., Short M., 2021. Synthesis of multiperiod Heat Exchanger Networks Involving 1 shell pass – 2 tube
pass design configurations. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 655–660.
Jia X., Varbanov P.S., Alwi S.R.W., Yang D., Klemeš J.J., 2021. Cost-based quantitative-qualitative water
footprint considering multiple contaminants. Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 168, 105339.
Jiang P., Fan Y.V., Klemeš J. J., 2021. Impacts of COVID-19 on energy demand and consumption: Challenges,
lessons and emerging opportunities. Applied energy, 285, 116441.
Khan H.H., Malik M.N., Konečná Z., Chofreh A.G., Goni F.A., Klemeš J.J., 2022. Blockchain technology for
agricultural supply chains during the COVID-19 pandemic: Benefits and cleaner solutions. Journal of Cleaner
Production, 347, 131268.
Klemeš J.J. (Ed), 2013. Handbook of Process Integration (PI): Minimisation of Energy and Water Use, Waste
and Emissions, Woodhead/Elsevier, Cambridge, UK, 1184 ps., ISBN 987-0-85709-0.
Klemeš J.J. (Ed). 2022. Handbook of Process Integration (PI): Minimisation of Energy and Water Use, Waste
and Emissions, 2nd updated edition, Woodhead/Elsevier, Cambridge, UK, 1154 p, ISBN 978-0128238509,
ISBN 10: 012823850X.
Klemeš, J.J., Fan, Y.V., Jiang, P., 2021a. Plastics: friends or foes? The circularity and plastic waste footprint.
Energy Sources, Part A: Recovery, Utilisation, and Environmental Effects, 43(13), 1549-1565.
Klemeš, J.J., Fan, Y.V., Jiang, P., 2020a. The energy and environmental footprints of COVID-19 fighting
measures–PPE, disinfection, supply chains. Energy, 211, 118701.
Klemeš J.J., Fan Y.V., Tan R.R., Jiang P., 2020b. Minimising the present and future plastic waste, energy and
environmental footprints related to COVID-19. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 127, 109883.
Klemeš J. J., Jiang P., Fan Y.V., Bokhari A., Wang X.C., 2021b. COVID-19 pandemics Stage II–energy and
environmental impacts of vaccination. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 150, 111400.
Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Fan Y.V., Seferlis P., Wang X.-C., Jia X., 2021c. Twenty-Four Years of PRES
Conferences: Recent Past, Present and Future Process Integration Towards Sustainability, Chemical
Engineering Transactions, 88, 1-12.
Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Lam H.L., 2017. Twenty years of PRES: past, present and future – process
integration towards sustainability. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 61, 1-24.
Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Ocłoń P., Chin H.H., 2019. Towards efficient and clean Process Integration:
Utilisation of renewable resources and energy-saving technologies. Energies, 12, 4092.
Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Walmsley T.G., Jia X., 2018a. New directions in the implementation of Pinch
Methodology (PM). Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 98, 439-468.
Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Wan Alwi S.R., Abdul Manan Z., 2014. Process Integration and Intensification:
Saving Energy, Water and Resources. Series: De Gruyter Textbook, De Gruyter, Berlin, Germany, 254 ps.
Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Wan Alwi S.R., Abdul Manan Z., 2018b. Process Integration and Intensification:
Saving Energy, Water and Resources, 2nd extended edition, Series: De Gruyter Textbook, De Gruyter,
Berlin, Germany.
Kong K.G.H., How B.S., Teng S.Y., Leong W.D., Foo D.C., Tan R.R., Sunarso J., 2021. Towards data-driven
process integration for renewable energy planning. Current Opinion in Chemical Engineering, 31, 100665.
Kyriakides A.S., Papadopoulos A.I., Kadam S.T., Khan M.S., Hassan I., Seferlis P., 2021. Optimal scheduling
for a District Cooling System with chilled water storage: Comparative assessment of vapour compression
and absorption refrigeration cycles. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 667-672.
Lehr M., Wukovits W., Friedl A., 2022. Solvent Recovery from Fibers in a Lignocellulose Biorefinery: An
Experimental Feasibility Study. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 94, 181-186.
Li N., Wang J., Klemeš J.J., Wang Q., Varbanov P.S., Yang W., Liu X., Zeng M., 2021. A target-evaluation
method for heat exchanger network optimisation with heat transfer enhancement. Energy Conversion and
Management 238, 114154.
Lim C.H., Loh Y.W., Foo D.C.Y., Ng W.P.Q., Lam H.L., 2021. Circular Economy and Industry 4.0 Technology
Integration Framework for the oil palm industry. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1267–1272.
Lim X.Y., Foo D.C., Tan R.R., 2018. Pinch Analysis for the planning of power generation sector in the United
Arab Emirates: A climate-energy-water nexus study. Journal of Cleaner Production, 180, 11-19.
Markowski M., Urbaniec K., Suchecki W., 2021. Rational energy recovery from the condensed steam as a
component of HEN retrofit. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1111-1116.
Misrol M.A., Alwi S.R.W., Lim J.S., Abd Manan Z., 2021. Optimisation of energy-water-waste nexus at district
level: A techno-economic approach. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 152, 111637.
Mofijur M., Fattah I.R., Alam M.A., Islam A.S., Ong H.C., Rahman S.A., Mahlia T.M.I., 2021. Impact of COVID19 on the social, economic, environmental and energy domains: Lessons learnt from a global pandemic.
Sustainable Production and Consumption, 26, 343-359.
Ngan S.P., Ngan S.L., Lam H.L., 2021. An overview of Circular Economy-Life Cycle assessment framework.
Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1123–1128.

11

Niewiadomski P., Nieświec M., Cisiński M., Sadowski Ł., 2022. Short review on the feasibility assessment of
the recycling of oil refinery wastes in cementitious composites. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 94, 169174.
Orosz Á., How B.S., Friedler F., 2022. Multiple-solution heat exchanger network synthesis using P-HENS solver.
Journal of the Taiwan Institute of Chemical Engineers, Special Issue of 2020 9th Asian Symposium on
Process Systems Engineering, 130, 103859.
Ortenero J.R., Tan R.R., 2021. Ranking energy storage technologies with VIKOR. Chemical Engineering
Transactions, 88, 151-156.
Potrč S., Nemet A., Čuček L., Kravanja Z., 2021. Energy Integration within sectors to improve the efficiency of
Renewable Energy System within the EU. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1153-1158.
Russo M.A., Ruivo L., Carvalho D., Martins N., Monteiro A., 2021. Decarbonising the energy supply one
pandemic at a time. Energy Policy, 159, 112644.
Sadenova M.A., Beisekenov N.A., Rakhymberdina M.Y., Varbanov P.S., Klemeš J.J., 2021. Mathematical
modelling in crop production to predict crop yields. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1225-1230.
Saleem N.N., Ng D.K.S., Wan Y.K., Andiappan V., 2021. Carbon Emission Pinch Analysis for regional planning
of rural electrification. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 89, 271–276.
Shoshay Z., Sapinov R.V., Sadenova M.A., Varbanov P.S., 2021. Hydrometallurgical methods for extracting
non-ferrous metals from electronic gadgets. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 139-144.
Siddique A., Shahzad A., Lawler J., Mahmoud K.A., Lee D.S., Ali N., Rasool K., 2021. Unprecedented
environmental and energy impacts and challenges of COVID-19 pandemic. Environmental Research, 193,
110443.
Su C., Urban F., 2021. Circular economy for clean energy transitions: A new opportunity under the COVID-19
pandemic. Applied Energy, 289, 116666.
Sudhanshu R., Kumawat P.K., Chaturvedi N.D., 2021. Robust optimisation of heat exchanger network with
uncertainty in inlet temperatures of streams. Chemical Engineering Transactions 88, 307–312.
Tan R.R., Aviso K., Jiang P., Fan Y.V., Varbanov P., Klemeš J.J., 2022. Pinch-Based Synthesis of Plastics
Recycling Networks. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 94, 49-54.
Tan Y.D., Lim J.S., Andiappan V., Alwi S.R.W., Tan R.R., 2021. Shapley-Shubik Index incorporated
debottlenecking framework for sustainable food-energy-water nexus optimised palm oil-based complex.
Journal of Cleaner Production, 309, 127437.
Tao Y., Steckel D., Klemeš J.J., You F., 2021. Trend towards virtual and hybrid conferences may be an effective
climate change mitigation strategy. Nature Communications 12, 1, 7324.
Tay Z.X., Lim J.S., Wan ALwi S.R., Abdul Manan Z., Aviso K.B., 2020. Integrated evaluation framework of the
cogeneration energy system via application of Fuzzy P-graph. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 81,
1141–1146.
Tian J., Yu L., Xue R., Zhuang S., Shan Y., 2022. Global low-carbon energy transition in the post-COVID-19
era. Applied Energy, 307, 118205.
Tocháček J., Gregor J., Kropáč J., Pavlas M., Poul D., Ucekaj V., 2021. Plastics recycling as a part of circular
economy. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1303–1308.
Tsao Y.C., Thanh V.V., Lu J.C., Wei H.H., 2021. A risk-sharing-based resilient renewable energy supply network
model under the COVID-19 pandemic. Sustainable Production and Consumption, 25, 484-498.
Varbanov P.S., Chin H.H., Jia X., Sher F., Klemeš J.J., 2021a. Environmental Impacts of Plastic Materials Flow
Minimisation Using Data-Driven Pinch Method. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 967–972.
Varbanov P.S., Chin H.H., Klemeš J.J., Čuček L., 2022. Sustainability of a Plastic Recycling/Symbiosis Network
via Energy Quality Pinch Analysis. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 94, 97-102.
Varbanov P.S., Jia X., Lim J.S., 2021b. Process assessment, integration and optimisation: The path towards
cleaner production. Journal of Cleaner Production, 281, 124602
Wang B., Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Zen M., 2020. An Extended Grid Diagram for heat exchanger network
retrofit considering heat exchanger types. Energies 13, 2656.
Wang B., Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Shahzad K., Kabli M.R., 2021a. Total Site Heat Integration benefiting
from geothermal energy for heating and cooling implementations. Journal of Environmental Management,
290, 112596.
Wang B., Klemeš J.J., Li N., Zeng M., Varbanov P.S., Liang Y., 2021b. Heat exchanger network retrofit with
heat exchanger and material type selection: A review and a novel method, Renewable and Sustainable
Energy Reviews 138, 110479.
Wang B., Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Zeng M., Liang Y., 2021c. Heat Exchanger Network synthesis considering
prohibited and restricted matches. Energy 225, 120214.
Wang B., Arsenyeva O., Zeng M., Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., 2022a. An advanced Grid Diagram for heat
exchanger network retrofit with detailed plate heat exchanger design. Energy 248, 123485.

12

Wang X.C., Foley A., Fan Y.V., Nižetić S., Klemeš J.J., 2022b. Integration and optimisation for sustainable
industrial processing within the circular economy. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 158,
112105, DOI: 10.1016/j.rser.2022.112105.
Wang X.C., Yang L., Wang Y., Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., Ouyang X., Dong, X., 2022c. Imbalances in virtual
energy transfer network of China and carbon neutrality implications. Energy, 124304.
Wang X.C., Klemeš J.J., Wang Y., Foley A., Huisingh D., Guan D., Dong X., Varbanov P.S., 2021d.
Unsustainable imbalances and inequities in Carbon-Water-Energy flows across the EU27, Renewable and
Sustainable Energy Reviews, 138, 110550.
Wang X.C., Klemeš J.J., Ouyang X., Xu Z., Fan W., Wei H., Song W., 2021e. Regional embodied Water-EnergyCarbon efficiency of China. Energy, 224, 120159.
Wang X.C., Klemeš J.J., Varbanov P.S., 2021f. Methods and trends for water-energy-carbon emissions nexus
assessment. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 83, 145-150.
Wijayasekera S.C., Hewage K., Siddiqui O., Hettiaratchi P., Sadiq R., 2021. Waste-to-hydrogen technologies:
A critical review of techno-economic and socio-environmental sustainability. International Journal of
Hydrogen Energy, 47(9), 5842-5870.
Yang L., Wang Y., Wang R., Klemeš J.J., Almeida C.M.V.B.D., Jin M., Qiao Y., 2020. Environmental-socialeconomic footprints of consumption and trade in the Asia-Pacific region. Nature Communications, 11, 1-9.
Yeo L.S., Teng S.Y., Lim C.H., Ng W., Lam H.L., Sunarso J., How B.S., 2022. Data-driven Optimisation of
Biomass Retrofitting Pathway to Empower Circularity for the Oil and Gas Transition. Chemical Engineering
Transactions, 94, 109-114.
Yu S., Hao J.L., 2022. Using Process Integration to Enhance Renovation Waste Management towards Circular
Economy. Proceedings of the 25th Conference on Process Integration for Energy Saving and Pollution
Reduction - PRES, 5–8 September 2022, Split and Bol, Croatia, paper ID: PRES22.0403.
Zafeiriou A., Chantzis G., Papadopoulos A., 2022. COVID-19 Challenges, opportunities - A valuable lesson for
the future sustainable development of energy management. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 94, 12011206.
Zeng M., Klemeš J.J., Wang, Q., Varbanov, P.S., Li, N., Wang, B., Guo, Z., Chin, H.H., Hemzal, M., 2021.
Enhancement and energy optimised integration of heat exchangers in petrochemical industry for waste heat
utilisation. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1033–1038.
Zhang Y., Wang B., Liang Y., Yuan M., Varbanov P.S., Klemeš J.J., 2021. A method for simultaneous retrofit of
heat exchanger networks and tower operations for an existing natural gas purification process. e-Prime Advances in Electrical Engineering, Electronics and Energy, 1, 100019.
Zhao X., You F., 2021. Economic and environmental sustainability of waste plastics chemical recycling from the
consequential perspective. Chemical Engineering Transactions, 88, 1201-1206.
Zirngast K., Kravanja Z., Novak Pintarič Z., 2021. An improved algorithm for synthesis of heat exchanger
network with a large number of uncertain parameters. Energy, 233, 121199.

