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Scientists from various fields have long examined the factors contributing to sustainable development in Africa. 

The paper investigates the topic of sustainable development focusing on a very special part of Africa, the Sahel 

region, which is an ecoclimatic and biogeographic region of Africa facing many challenges. Consequently, the 

secondary research to be presented in this paper aims to review some projects and actions taken by various 

organizations, like the United Nations and the African Union, that stimulate sustainable development in the 

Sahel region. Accordingly, it focuses on a few of those projects and actions, which, on the one hand, enable 

sustainable agriculture, the reduction of malnutrition and food insecurity, and water usage combined with latrine 

construction, and which, on the other hand, enhance natural resource management and increasing resilience 

to climate change. The paper concludes with some remarks regarding the efficacy of these projects and actions 

from the viewpoint of sustainability, and finds that even though these projects and actions are of significance, 

there is still a long road ahead to reach sustainable development in the Sahel region. 

1. Introduction 

Sustainability and sustainable development have been two of the most urgent topics in the field of economic 

and social affairs for a few decades, which led to the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

by the United Nations (UN) in 2015 (United Nations, 2015a). Although UN Sustainable Development Goals 

require action by all countries, sustainable development has become exceptionally crucial in the less developed 

parts of the world, especially in Africa. Therefore, much attention has been paid to international and regional 

organizations in this regard. Particularly, because African governments have launched several strategies to 

achieve sustainable development (Mokrani, 2022), but they seem to fail in achieving it (Ahenkan and Osei-Kojo, 

2014).  

Thus, the present paper reviews a few projects and actions taken by various international and regional 

organizations, as well as non-governmental ones that contribute to sustainable development in a special part of 

Africa, the Sahel region. It also tries to fill a research gap, as the sustainable development of the Sahel has 

been less researched in Hungary. The research is based on secondary data as the aim is to showcase some 

actions and programmes which enable sustainable development, especially sustainable agriculture to reduce 

malnutrition and food insecurity, appropriate water usage, and resilience to climate change. Therefore, the 

sources of information chosen for this paper are scientific books and articles, as well as materials and other 

documents published on the websites of various international, regional, and non-governmental organizations, 

including those of the United Nations, the African Union, and the Sahel G5, for instance.  

The reason for putting the emphasis on sustainable agriculture, the reduction of food insecurity, and appropriate 

water usage, as well as increased resilience to climate change in this paper is that the Sahel region is one of 

the most climate-affected regions in the world (Savoy and Norris, 2022). The Sahel is experiencing a 1.5 times 

greater increase in the temperature than the rest of the world. The region experiences unpredictable rainfall, 

and rainy seasons are getting shorter, while floods are happening more frequently. Agricultural productivity, the 

amount of pastureland that is available and the size of significant water bodies are all being affected by climate 

conditions. Around 65 percent of the cultivable land in the Sahel is thought to be degraded (United Nations, 

2021a). Therefore, due to climate change, the region faces broader instability and the inefficiency of traditional 

agropastoral patterns. These combined with improper land use and a rapidly increasing population – with a 

population of over 300 million, which is expected to double by 2050 (Jones, 2023) – resulted in more people 
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competing for diminishing water resources (Savoy and Norris, 2022). Moreover, the Sahel region has been 

facing a food insecurity crisis with 20 million people at risk and nearly 5 million children at risk of acute 

malnutrition. All these have called for the action of various organizations. 

Based on the above, the paper first reviews actions taken by international organizations in order based on their 

geographic scope, and then by non-governmental ones. Thus, the review begins with actions taken by the only 

universal organization, the United Nations, and then it focuses on an international think tank that involves the 

UN and other international organizations. After that the paper presents some actions taken by the regional 

organization of Africa, and finally some programmes executed by non-governmental organizations.  

2. The United Nations and its actions 

The United Nations worked out a Support Plan for the Sahel countries in 2018, as shown in Figure 1. The 

Support Plan aims at stepping up efforts to hasten shared prosperity and long-lasting peace in the region.  

 

 

Figure 1: The Sahel region (World Atlas, 2021) 

The Support Plan, which covers the years 2018 through 2030, aims at assisting in putting the African Union 

Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (United Nations, 2015a) into action (United 

Nations, 2018). The six priority areas that are the bases of the support plan are the following: cross-border 

cooperation for stability and development, preventing and resolving conflicts, promoting inclusive and equitable 

growth, building resilience to climate change, promoting access to renewable energy, empowering women and 

youth for peace and development in the Sahel (United Nations, 2018). The next part will discuss building 

resilience to climate change and promoting access to renewable energy in detail. 

2.1 Building resilience to climate change, improving management of natural resources, and 
decreasing malnutrition and food insecurity 

The objective of this priority area of the Support Plan is to build institutional and individual resilience to shocks 

and vulnerabilities to climate change, which will aid in the implementation of nationally determined contributions 

and ensure food security for all Sahelians. To reach its aims, it focuses on three steps: (1) through regional 

programs like the Climate-Smart Agriculture and Resilient Pastoralism Program, it aims at building rural 

women’s as well as their communities’ resilience to the effects of climate change and also at empowering them 

and contributing to social cohesion, (2) to prevent and manage disputes between farmers and pastoralists, it 

wants to encourage land use planning and better management of the land and water resources, (3) it aims at 

supporting national efforts to safeguard marine and coastal ecosystems, with a focus on infrastructure for 

effective fish stock management and monitoring, control, and surveillance of illicit fishing (United Nations, 2018).  

One of the actions belonging to this priority area is the ‘One million cisterns for the Sahel’ initiative by the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (henceforth FAO), which puts in place rainwater collecting 

and storage system in arid or semi-arid regions of six countries (e.g. Burkina Faso, Chad) heavily affected by 

climate change. This way vulnerable communities are provided with access to safe drinking water and water for 

agricultural production and their food and nutrition security is improved as well as their resilience (Food and 

Agriculture Organization, 2018).  
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Another program is a flagship program of UN Women on women’s economic empowerment through climate 

resilient agriculture. As a result of this program, ten thousand women were trained to processing shea products 

and taking part in the onion and potato value chains and in organic farming (United Nations Office for West 

Africa and the Sahel, 2020).  

In 2019 World Food Programme also launched an integrated resilience programme to restore degraded 

ecosystems, and improve nutrition, inter alia. The programme includes school feeding, nutrition assistance, 

farmer support, for instance, and affects two million people in the region (United Nations Office for West Africa 

and the Sahel, 2020).  

2.2 Promoting access to renewable energy 

The objective of this priority area is to increase on-grid and off-grid alternatives to enable access to reasonably 

priced, environmentally friendly, and trustworthy energy services that can support both economic growth and 

essential services. In order to significantly enhance the Sahel’s energy mix, improved access to inexpensive, 

clean, sustainable, and dependable energy services is the first priority. It is also essential to assist Member 

States creating policies that encourage private investment in renewable energy sources and the development 

of energy efficiency. Another crucial element is to support the growth of micro and small business in the 

installation, upkeep, and maintenance of renewable energy facilities. This includes assisting newly established 

small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) with energy efficiency and creating enabling economic 

environments for long-term sustainable operations. In order to boost food yield, lower post-harvest loss, and 

encourage food processing, it is imperative that food production value chain must be supported by clean and 

sustainable energy production. This includes agriculture, fisheries, and pastoralism (United Nations, 2018). 

One of the most important actions regarding renewable energy is the United Nations Development Programme’s 

(UNDP) ‘A regeneration’ offer, which is a 3.6 billion USD programme focusing on governance, renewable 

energy, and youth. From the viewpoint of renewable energy, it means that UNDP is going to work with partners 

to provide access to clean and affordable energy to 150 million people in the Sahel, that means to half of the 

current population. This is indispensable as less than 50 percent of the population in the region have access to 

electricity (United Nations Development Programme, 2021), which makes this action a very effective one. In 

addition, the UN’s vision is that everyone in the Sahel will have access to energy by 2030 as there are huge 

potentials of renewable energy sources in the region (United Nations, 2020).  

3. World Water Council’s Dakar Declaration: A ‘Blue Deal’ for water security and sanitation 
for peace and development 

World Water Council is an international think tank – encompassing the UN and other international organizations 

– the aim of which is to mobilize action on critical water issues at all levels (World Water Council, 2021). It held 

its 9th World Water Forum in Dakar in 2022 where the Dakar Declaration was accepted, its ten main pillars were 

being discussed and the stakeholders called upon the international community to: 

• guarantee the right to water and sanitation for all, 

• ensure availability of the resources and resilience, 

• ensure adequate funding, 

• ensure inclusive water governance, 

• enhance cooperation (Dakar Declaration, 2022). 

To guarantee the right to water and sanitation for all means they suggest accelerating the pace at which 

everyone has access to clean water and sanitary facilities within the proper legal frameworks, and mobilize all 

actors by using integrated and inclusive initiatives. Another important aspect is to encourage the efficient 

application of international humanitarian law that guarantee the protection of water and sewage infrastructure 

that are essential during times of conflict (Dakar Declaration, 2022).  

The next point is to ensure availability of the resources and resilience. Firstly, they highlight the importance of 

implementing sustainable management strategies to protect ecosystems and water resources while ensuring 

their resilience to climate change and population pressures. To encourage change toward more sustainable and 

ethical production and consumption practices, they hope to increase awareness of these challenges. 

Additionally, they want to safeguard wetlands, encourage the preservation of conventional water systems, and 

encourage the recycling and reuse of treated water (Dakar Declaration, 2022). 

The third important aspect is to ensure adequate funding. The first piece of advice under this point was to 

mobilize sufficient public financial resources along with development partnerships to invest in infrastructures for 

water and sanitation and to promote “blue” and “green” jobs, particularly for young people, women and rural 

communities. They also recommend supporting creative finance methods and private sector involvement in 

water and sanitation. Additionally, they stress the significance of supporting the successful implementation of 

the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for Development (United Nations, 2015b), particularly through 
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investments in infrastructure for water and sanitation. Finally, they promote global financing approaches to 

encourage increased funding for water sanitation (Dakar Declaration, 2022).  

The fourth pillar is to ensure inclusive water governance. Here, the idea to promote diverse and concerted 

management strategies, as well as transparent, effective and inclusive water and sanitation management 

services at the appropriate level has risen. Additionally, they support the implementation of integrated 

management plans for the wise, equitable, and sustainable use of water resources, promoting a balance 

between socioeconomic development, resources quality preservation, and the preservation and conservation 

of ecosystems. They believe it is critical to encourage more alignment between water policies and those 

pertaining to, among other things, agriculture, rural development, health, biodiversity, energy, and industry. 

Finally, for a more sustainable management of water resources and habitats, it is critical to design water-related 

public policies based on knowledge, encourage innovations, and create and build the capacities of all categories 

of stakeholders (Dakar Declaration, 2022). 

The last aspect is to enhance cooperation, as it is vital to give water issues special consideration in bilateral and 

multilateral cooperation, particularly at sub-regional, regional, and international levels. Supporting basin groups’ 

initiatives for equitable, sustainable, and integrated water resources management is crucial. Enhancing mutually 

instrumental cooperation and coalition in the management of transboundary basins, particularly aquifer basins, 

is another important factor. This can be done, in part, by encouraging the sharing of knowledge, expertise, and 

best practices. Lastly, in the true spirit of hydro-diplomacy, to make cooperation, coordination, and dialogue the 

cornerstone of dispute settlement (Dakar Declaration, 2022). 

The forum, as well as the declaration, recognized the need to hasten progress towards global water goals and 

create a more water-secure future, especially in the Sahel region, consequently, an initiative called ‘Continental 

Africa Water Investment Programme’ to narrow the continent’s water investment gap by leveraging 30 billion 

USD annually for climate-resilient water and sanitation investments benefitting 250 million people was 

implemented (Global Water Partnership, 2022). 

4. The African Union and its actions  

Having reviewed the actions of two international organizations with global scope, the paper now presents 

projects carried out by the African Union, which is the international organization of Africa with a regional scope 

launched in 2002, as it has much to do regarding the sustainable development of the Sahel region.  

4.1 Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want  

Its plan called ‘Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want’ aims at achieving inclusive and sustainable development, 

as well as Pan-Africanism over a 50-year period (African Union, 2015). The aspirations, among others, include 

modern agriculture for increased production and productivity to ensure food security and Africa’s unique and 

valued ecosystem with climate-resilient economies and communities (Agenda 2063, 2015). The Agenda 

envisages a modern and productive agriculture using science, technology, and innovation, moreover, hand hoe 

will be banished by 2025. In addition, blue/ocean economy will contribute to sustainable economic growth to a 

great extent, enhancing food security this way. Africa will also take part in global efforts for climate change 

alleviation to support sustainable development in the continent. Last, but not least, Africa will use and manage 

water resources in an equitable and sustainable way (Agenda 2063, 2015). 

The Agenda also identifies flagship programmes which can increase the Africa’s sustainable development 

(Agenda 2063, 2015). The Agenda describes a total of 15 flagship programmes out of which two fall under the 

scope of the paper. One of them is the ‘Formulation of an African Commodities Strategy’ which aims that the 

continent actively use its own natural resources to ensure economic development and resilience, reducing this 

way Africa’s exposure to international value chains. The strategy and its action plan were adopted in 2021 

(African Union, 2022). The other programme is the ‘Implementation of The Grand Inga Dam Project’ as the dam 

is expected to generate 43,200 MW of power to support current regional power pools as well as to enable 

transformation to modern sources of energy and guarantee access of all Africans to clean and reasonably priced 

electricity (Flagship Projects of Agenda 2063, 2013). As of February 2022, the Inga Law to facilitate the 

implementation of the programme has been signed and has been waiting for ratification (African Union, 2022).  

4.2 The African Union Strategy for the Sahel Region  

In addition to the Agenda 2063, the African Union is also active in other ways regarding the sustainable 

development of the Sahel region. The most important action taken in this regard was that in 2014 it accepted 

‘The African Union Strategy for the Sahel Region’ which describes three main issues – governance, security, 

and development – and the priority areas linked to them. One priority area of the ‘development’ issue is 

agricultural and pastoral development and support to the resilience of populations (The African Union Strategy 

for the Sahel Region, 2014). This priority area identified two main challenges: (1) the imbalance between natural 
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resources and (2) the constantly increasing needs of populations. To overcome these challenges, the strategy 

suggests to implement the following actions among others (The African Union Strategy for the Sahel Region, 

2014): 

• implement programmes and project contributing to economic growth through the development of the 

agricultural sector to improve food security, including the implementation of the Comprehensive African 

Agricultural Development Programme,  

• strengthen the resilience to rural livelihoods in semi-arid areas of the Sahel through the effective 

implementation of the Strategic Plan of African Union-Semi-Arid Food Grain Research and Development, 

• support the preservation and the sustainable management of the Sahelian ecosystem,  

• implement the ‘Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel’ effectively,  

• support the modernisation of livestock.  

Out of these actions, a noteworthy one is the ‘Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel’ initiative which 

aims to restore degraded landscapes and transform the population’s life from more than 8 billion USD. It is being 

implemented across 22 African countries to restore 100 million hectares of degraded land, confiscate 250 million 

tons of carbon and create 10 million green jobs by 2030 (Great Green Wall Initiative, 2007). 

5. Latrine construction and hygiene kit distribution, actions taken by NGOs 

Nigeria Joint Response, whose lead organization is the famous non-governmental organization, Save the 

Children, provides emergency humanitarian assistance in northeast Nigeria which faces many humanitarian 

challenges (Nigeria Joint Response, 2021). Due to the Boko Haram insurgency in 2009, many people have 

been displaced (Nigeria Joint Response, 2021), usually to camps. In these camps and camp-like environments, 

overcrowding raises the danger of waterborne and airborne disease epidemics. In response to this challenge, 

many non-governmental organizations, including World Vision, Save the Children Nigeria as well as Nigeria 

Joint Response provided life-saving water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) interventions in the northeastern 

and central local government areas (Nigeria Joint Response Case Study, 2021), in accordance with the UN’s 

Humanitarian Response Strategy 2019–2021 for Nigeria (United Nations, 2019). Pilot projects are needed to 

carry out to see if these interventions are efficient in promoting appropriate water usage and thus in reaching 

sustainable development.  

6. Conclusions 

The paper investigated sustainable development in the Sahel region which is heavily affected by the 

consequences of climate change, like rising temperature. This results in the inefficiency of current and traditional 

forms of agriculture, which leads to food insecurity, malnutrition, and humanitarian crises. Although the African 

countries have launched several strategies to achieve sustainable development, they have not yet reached their 

aims. So, international, regional, and non-governmental organizations try to overcome these challenges.  

The paper reviewed plans and actions launched by the most important intergovernmental organization, the 

United Nations. It was found that despite the UN’s engagement in the Sahel encompasses many areas, there 

is still a lot to be done in this area, for example, related to women empowerment and resilience programme to 

restore degraded ecosystems. Nevertheless, it must be pointed out that the programmes of the UN were found 

to be highly effective, especially related to providing access to clean and affordable energy to 150 million people, 

which is half of the current population. A declaration of another intergovernmental organization was presented, 

which sounds good in theory, but actions related to it are yet to come. Some strategies and actions taken by the 

regional organization of Africa were also revealed. The ideas again were found to be very ambitious, so much 

work need to be done to reach the aims. Finally, a project of a non-governmental organization was introduced, 

which requires future implementation to efficiently contribute to sustainable development in the Sahel region.  

All in all, it can be stated that even though these projects and actions are of significance, they are only the first 

steps taken, and there is still a long road ahead to reach sustainable development in the Sahel region. To be 

more effective, further work of policy-makers should focus on the smaller scale needs of the Sahel region and 

on projects that reach a larger share of the population, instead of creating and drafting comprehensive, but 

overambitious plans. Researchers may provide assistance in this attempt by carrying out impact analyses of 

the programmes implemented so far or by finding out about the most urgent needs of the region so that actions 

targeting these needs could be implemented.  
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